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CACHE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING 
May 26, 2009 

 
         
The Cache County Council convened in a regular session on May 26, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Cache County Council Chamber at 199 North Main, Logan, Utah.  
        
ATTENDANCE:         
Chairman:   H. Craig Petersen 
Vice Chairman:  Gordon Zilles 
Council Members:  Craig W Buttars, Brian Chambers, Kathy Robison, Jon White 
    & Cory Yeates.   
County Executive:  M. Lynn Lemon     
County Clerk:  Jill N. Zollinger 
County Attorney:    James Swink  
   
The following individuals were also in attendance:  Brenda Anthony, Michael Ballam, Steve Bower, 
Don Briel, Michael Collins, Alice Cowley, Bob Fotheringham, Lila Geddes, Jeff Gilbert, Recorder Mike 
Gleed, Gary Griffin, Kurt Gunnell, Lance Gunnell, Chris Harrild, Terry J. Hickman, Gina Hirst, Sharon L. 
Hoth, Jim Huska, Branden Israelsen, Cathy Ives, Jeff Jackson, Attorney Don Linton, Eric Millis, Bonnie F. 
Nielsen, Lynne Paoletti, Pat Parker, John Ribera, Jay Richards, Julie Robinette, Josh Runhaar, Lex 
Shakespear, Marianne Sidwell, Gene Thomson, Steve Thurin, Scott Wakefield, Media: Charles Geraci 
(Herald Journal), Jeremy Threlfall (KUTA-TV), Jennie Christensen (KVNU). 
 
OPENING REMARKS AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 
Council member Jon White gave the opening remarks and led those present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
The agenda was approved with the following item added as 9c – Set Public Hearing for  
June 9, 2009 at 5:45 p.m. to Open 2009 Budget. 
  
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
ACTION: Motion by Council member Yeates to approve the minutes of the May 12, 2009 
Council Meeting as written.  White seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous,  
7-0.   
 
REPORT OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE: M. LYNN LEMON 
 
APPOINTMENTS:  There were no appointments. 
 
WARRANTS:  Warrants for the period 04-17-2009 to 04-23-2009 were given to the Clerk for 
filing. 
 
OTHER ITEMS 

 
  RAC Committee – Executive Lemon reported that five of the fifteen members of the 

newly formed state Secure Rural Schools Resource Advisory Committee are from 
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Cache Valley – Garth Barker, Glen Jay Thornley, Craig “W” Buttars, Jason Lundahl and 
John Israelsen. 

 
ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
 

 State of Utah Water Resource Division – Bear River Study – Bob Fotheringham 
introduced Eric Nelson, Gina Hirst, Michael Collins, Jerry Hickman and Steve Thurin.  
Nelson stated the Water Resource Division is beginning a pipeline corridor study which 
will be principally in Box Elder and Weber Counties. Although the study does not 
physically touch Cache County, there are a number of things that can be done to assure 
that Cache County’s 60,000 acre feet of water which is allocated through the Bear River 
Development Act can begin to be developed.   

 
Mike Collins distributed handouts detailing the study’s purposes, scope of project and a 
map.  The state of Utah wants to begin to reserve rights-of-way and corridors for a future 
pipeline to bring water to Box Elder and Weber Counties.  Part of what happens in terms 
of storing and routing water in the lower part of the project will affect how Cache County 
gets its 60,000 acre feet.  Primarily looking at different alignments for a pipeline to bring 
water from the upper reaches of Box Elder County to West Haven where it will be 
delivered to a proposed water treatment plant.  Delivery options for Box Elder County’s 
various users will also be looked at as well as ways to exchange water or other means to 
get Cache County’s 60,000 acre feet. 
 
Council member Buttars asked how water will be stored and if the proposed Washakie 
site on the north will be used for storage? 
 
Collins responded Washakie is a possible water storage site. 
 
Nelson noted that there will be an evaluation of the economic viability of the Washakie 
site released soon.  Water would be diverted from the Bear River between Cutler and 
Washakie and released into the river or run in a pipeline to bring down to the north 
Weber area.  A pipeline would preserve the quality of the water more effectively.  It 
would also benefit Cache County through the ability to exchange water.   
 
Vice Chairman Zilles indicated that he understands Bear River water would be taken 
between October and April and pushed up to Washakie for storage. 
 
Nelson agreed that is correct so that irrigators’ rights and the Bird Refuge rights are not 
interfered with.   
 
Executive Lemon stated that basically this pipeline is for the Weber Basin Water 
Conservancy District.  Nelson said the pipeline would serve the Jordan Valley Water 
Conservancy District, the Weber Basin, Box Elder, and have exchange advantages for 
Cache County.  Even though the pipeline doesn’t physically run through Cache County, 
there is the ability to exchange and take water from the project. 
 
Fotheringham observed that the longer the pipeline, the more opportunities for exchange 
in Cache County.   
 
Fotheringham asked when a news release would go out?  Nelson said it will probably be 
after his group has met with all three of the counties.   
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UNIT OR COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

 Information Technologies Report – Don Briel reported on the Department’s 
    responsibilities, accomplishments, current goals, 2010 initiatives, and challenges via a   
    power point presentation.  
 

 Road Projects Update – Jeff Gilbert of the CMPO reported on the status of the   
    following projects:  100 East road from Logan to Providence and 1000 West road. 
 

Tape 1, Side B 
 

    Jeff Gilbert continued his report including:  200 East road in Logan from Center Street to  
    300 South, 200 East road from North Logan to Hyde Park and the realignment of SR30 to  
    200 North in Logan. 
 
    Chairman Petersen asked Gilbert to send him a copy of his power point. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA
 

◊ Final Plat Approval – June West Cowley Lot Split Subdivision Amended 
◊ Final Plat Approval – Harvest Fields Subdivision 
◊ Final Plat Approval – Shakespear Subdivision 

 
(Attachment 1) 

 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Yeates to approve the Final Plats for the June West 
Cowley Lot Split Subdivision Amended, the Harvest Fields Subdivision and the 
Shakespear Subdivision.  Chambers seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous,  
7-0. 
 
BUDGETARY MATTERS 
 

 Intra-Departmental Transfers 
Emergency Managements Transfer $65,611.00 ($2,000.00 from (HLS) Non-

capitalized Equipment; $50,332.00 from Capitalized 
Equip – HLS; $13,279.00 from HLS Grant-Contrib to 
Other Unit) 

 To 
 LETP Grant Equipment  
 to purchase the HLS grant items awarded in the 

2008 grant and reclass to appropriate account. 
 
Surveyor Transfer $8,000.00 from Salary to Capitalized 

Equipment to cover purchase of ATV 
 
Road Transfer $1,500.00 from Equipment Supply & Maint 

to Certifications & Training to meet expenses for 
training and certification of new employee – MSHA 
and other training as needed through the year. 

 
(Attachment 2) 
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ACTION:  Motion by Council member Robison to approve the budget transfers of 
$65,611.00 and $1,500.00.  White seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS, APPEALS AND BOARD OF EQUALIZATION MATTERS 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  MAY 26, 2009 – 6:00 P.M. – RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENT ON 
RAPZ/RESTAURANT TAX ALLOCATIONS – Chairman Petersen opened the Public Hearing 
and invited comment. 
 
Scott Wakefield spoke in behalf of the AVA, praised the RAPZ/Restaurant Tax program as 
valuable and thanked the county for its support.  Wakefield recommended that the 
RAPZ/Restaurant Tax Committee follow the lead of the Utah Arts Council and restrict 
applications to those who have previously received funding and proven themselves creditable. 
 
Gene Thomson, Celebrate America Show, also thanked the county noting the CAS is in its tenth 
year and appreciates the support.  Thomson reminded the Council that CAS performers are 
usually all local talent who benefit from the experience and exposure, but most of the CAS 
audience is from out of the valley. 
 
Steve Bower observed that a RAPZ/Restaurant Tax allocation is not a right to those who came 
first, but should be open to all applicants who prove their worth. Bower also questioned the 
budget submitted by Summerfest.   
 
Michael Ballam, UFOC, thanked the Council for the dependable support that UFOC has 
received for sixteen years and reminded the Council that the majority of UFOC’s audience is 
from outside Cache Valley raising a minimum of $100 million for Cache County.  In the past 
UFOC has requested funding for only 3% of its operating budget; however, because of the state 
of the economy, foundations and corporations which have supported them in the past will not be 
able to this year.  The UFOC endowment has lost a large portion of its value, also due to the 
economy.  As a 501(3)(c) UFOC cannot charge enough to cover costs and if the county does 
not allocate the $400,000.00 requested, UFOC will have to dip into the endowment corpus to 
fund this year’s season and it is very probable the UFOC will not survive.   
 
In reply to Chairman Petersen’s query, Ballam said funds have been taken from the endowment 
in the past, but UFOC has earned enough to replace it. 
 
Executive Lemon indicated the RAPZ monies are allocated as they are received, but the 
Restaurant Tax has a reserve built up; however, only publicly owned and publicly operated 
entities can use that money for tourism, recreation, cultural facilities and convention facilities. 
 
Ballam reminded the Council that UFOC is building a cultural facility – the remodel of the Utah 
Theater.  With this theater there will be eight offerings instead of four and patrons will book 
longer stays in Cache County providing more tourism dollars.  Ballam said he is certain that 
those foundations and corporations which were generous in the past will be again as the 
economy improves. 
 
Tape 2, Side A 
 
Chairman Petersen asked if Ballam would be agreeable to the formation of a committee to 
review UFOC’s budget information?  Ballam said he is. 
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Executive Lemon remarked he believes there is a lot of duplication between UFOC and the 
CVCA (Cache Valley Center for the Arts) and suggested there may be savings if more functions 
of the two were combined.  Ballam agreed and responded he had been striving for that for 
sixteen years. 
 
Lynne Paoletti extolled the quality of the UFOC productions and its benefits. 
 
Executive Lemon reminded the Council members that he had received a letter from the Figure 
Skating Club disagreeing with their classification as a sport; they feel they should be classified 
as a cultural organization. 
 
Chairman Petersen closed the Public Hearing and asked Ballam to remain until the action on 
the RAPZ/Restaurant Tax later in the meeting. 
 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 
 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Yeates to convene as a Board of Equalization.  
Zilles seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 
THE COUNCIL CONVENED AS A BOARD OF EQUALIZATION. 
 

 Approval – Sunshine Terrace Findings of Fact – Chairman Petersen stated that Vice 
Chairman Zilles attended the meeting and agreed with the Findings of Fact. 

 
(Attachment 3) 

 
ACTION:  Motion by Vice Chairman Zilles to approve the Sunshine Terrace Findings of 
Fact and accept the determination of its property tax exemption status.  Yeates seconded 
the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0.  
 

 Ratify Board of Equalization Hearing Officer Actions – Chairman Petersen and 
Council members questioned the valuation on the mobile homes.  Buttars reminded the 
Council that the valuations need to be equitable.  (Details on file in the Cache County 
Auditor’s Office) 

 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Yeates to value the mobile home (HT-27-0086) at 
$10,500.00 and adjust the property tax.  Robison seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed, 4 aye – Chambers, Petersen, Robison & Yeates and 3 nay – Buttars, White & 
Zilles. 
   
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Buttars to return the valuation on HT-27-0258 to the 
Assessor and place the item on the June 9, 2009 County Council agenda.  Robison 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 
ACTION:  Motion by Vice Chairman Zilles to adjourn from the Board of Equalization.  
Robison seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 
THE COUNCIL ADJOURNED FROM THE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS, APPEALS AND BOARD OF EQUALIZATION MATTERS 
SET PUBLIC HEARING:  JUNE 9, 2009 – 5:45 P.M. – OPEN 2009 BUDGET 
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ACTION:  Motion by Council member Yeates to set a Public Hearing for June 9, 2009 at 
5:45 p.m. to Open the 2009 Budget.  White seconded the motion.  The vote was 
unanimous, 7-0. 
 
PENDING ACTION 
 

 Final Plat Approval – Gay C. Gunnell Subdivision – Jeff Jackson, representing the 
Gunnell’s reported a document has been drafted addressing the road issue including 
snow removal, maintenance and a 32-foot property adjustment and there have been 
verbal approvals given to the documents.  The documents have not been executed as 
last minute changes were made yesterday. 

 
(Attachment 4) 

 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Buttars to approve the Final Plat for the Gay C. 
Gunnell Subdivision with the stipulation that it will not be recorded until the signed 
documents are in evidence.  Yeates seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0.  
 

 RAPZ/Restaurant Tax Recommendations – 2009 – Council member Chambers asked 
if there would be discussion on the UFOC’s request?  Chairman Petersen indicated 
there would be. 

 
(Attachment 5) 

 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Chambers to approve the 2009 RAPZ/Restaurant 
Tax Recommendations.  Robison seconded the motion. 
 
Discussion on the motion: 
Council member White asked where the money will come from if the Council decides to grant the 
$400,000.00 UFOC request? 
 
Robison said some of the requests from public entities could be funded from the Restaurant Tax reserve 
which would free up money from the RAPZ fund for the UFOC. 
 
Chairman Petersen indicated some of the unspent RAPZ monies could be used also. 
 
Council member Buttars clarified that the allocations already approved for 2009 will not be affected. 
 
Chairman Petersen pointed out that the phrase “too big to fail” applies here.  Without the UFOC there 
may not be RAPZ/Restaurant Tax. 
 
The Council discussed the make-up of a committee to be formed to examine the finances of the UFOC 
and to consider a means to provide the requested funding.  Chairman Petersen said that if this motion is 
passed, there are three other requests to consider as well:  The Cruise-In, the American West Heritage 
Center mortgage payment and the Figure Skaters Club. 
 
Council member Yeates asked why the Search and Rescue request for a transport vehicle was not 
funded?  Lemon answered the request did not qualify as tourism.   
 
Executive Lemon stated that the UFOC is critical as the entity that brings the most tourists to the county 
and next is the Cruise-In.  Lemon said that the Cruise-In is being heavily lobbied to move to another 
venue.   
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Chairman Petersen called for the vote on the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 
The discussion on the UFOC’s appeal for funding continued and Chairman Petersen 
acknowledged that the American West Heritage Center mortgage payment of $72,000.00 is due 
June 1, 2009; however, if the payment is made from the Center’s balance, it will need to be 
reimbursed. 
 
Chairman Petersen recommended that the Cruise-In and the American West Heritage Center 
could be addressed at the next Council meeting, but he would like a committee formed 
immediately to consider a course of action regarding the UFOC’s need. 
 
County Attorney, Council member, perhaps Cameron Jensen,  
 
Vice Chairman Zilles suggested that Julie Hollist or someone from the Visitors Bureau be a 
member of the committee because information regarding the impact of the UFOC on tourism is 
vital to the process.  The county may lose far more than what it pays if the UFOC is lost. 
 
Council member White said his only two questions are can the county legally shift the funding 
and is there money to do it? 
 
Executive Lemon reminded the Council that the organizations whose requests were not filled 
are also struggling financially.  The reasoning is that the UFOC is the largest tourism entity in 
Cache County. 
 
Chairman Petersen passed the gavel to Vice Chairman Zilles. 
 
ACTION:  Motion by Chairman Petersen that the Council consider the Cruise-In and the 
mortgage payment for the American West Heritage Center at the June 9, 2009 Council 
meeting and the County Executive be designated to put together a committee to consider 
the UFOC application to be considered at the June 23, 2009 Council meeting or before.  
Chambers seconded the motion.   
 
Discussion on the motion: 
Council member White advocated only giving the amount of funding needed for the UFOC to get by. 
 
Lynne Paoletti again voiced support for the UFOC. 
 
In response to questions concerning the “bottom line” needed by the UFOC, Michael Ballam said he 
doesn’t know the exact amount and hopes the UFOC will come in under budget this year as it always has 
in the past, but without knowing whether some or all of the contributions usually made by foundations and 
corporations will be forthcoming or reduced or withheld, he cannot project a definitive amount.  The 
$400,000.00 request is pretty much a “bare bones” estimate and includes all the staff taking a ten percent 
reduction in salaries and cutting some summer positions.  He fears that cuts beyond this may diminish 
patron desire to come again. 
 
Tape 2, Side B 
 
Steve Brower commented that some organizations that are funded bring a lot less to the county that the 
UFOC and the Council has to look at what this organization brings to the community.   
Vice Chairman Zilles said there is a need to form the committee quickly and review the information and 
possible funding avenues as thoroughly and rapidly as possible so the UFOC can publish ticket 
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information for next year, etc.  However, public money cannot be given out until it has been openly and 
thoroughly discussed. 
 
Vice Chairman Zilles called for the vote on the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 
Vice Chairman Zilles returned the gavel to Chairman Petersen. 
 
Executive Lemon asked that recommendations for committee members be given to him 
immediately – today or first thing tomorrow. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 

 Road Access Committee Update – James Swink detailed the creation and purpose of 
the Road Committee, accomplishments of the Road Committee, and the present status 
of roads in Cache County. 

 
Yeates noted that rights-of-way on abandoned roads revert to the state, so the state 
needs to be involved in county decisions to abandon a road. 

 
Swink reminded the Council that the County Executive is the only one with the authority 
to allow a gate to be placed on a county road, but he cannot authorize locking the gate; 
only the Council can.   
 
Vice Chairman Zilles inquired if the Forest Service can legally close a county road to 
motorized vehicles, such as snowmobiles.  Attorney Swink answered it cannot. 
 

 Mental Health Court Report – Don Linton deferred his report until the June 9, 2009 
Council meeting in light of the late hour. 

 
Chairman Petersen asked that reports such as Attorney Linton’s be placed earlier 
on the agenda under Unit or Committee Reports. 

   
 Envision Utah Update – Josh Runhaar outlined the timeline and objectives of Envision 

Cache Valley.  Council member White questioned whether the town meeting times were 
convenient for citizens, especially farmers during planting season.   

 
Director Runhaar advised Council members that the survey used at the town meetings is 
available online for individuals to fill out and express their preferences for the future of 
the valley. 

 
 Logan City July 24th Pioneer Parade – Friday, July 24, 2009 – 12:00 noon – Yeates 

will participate. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS 
 
Cory Yeates reported on the Western Interstate Region (WIR) meeting he attended in Oregon 
where attendees were impressed with the cooperative efforts of Cache County and the Forest 
Service. 
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Kathy Robison told the Council that the Human Services Board has received stimulus funding 
and has $3 million available for weatherization projects.  Renters are also eligible if they have 
the property owner’s approval. 
 
Craig “W” Buttars reminded the Council that there will be a meeting on the High Creek Road 
issue at 10:30 a.m. May 27, 2009.  The way the Forest Service acquired pictures of youth 
tearing down the gate on the High Creek Road was through a remote camera the Forest 
Service placed in some trees. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Council meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 
   
        
 
 
  
  
                                                              _____________________________                                     
ATTEST: Jill N. Zollinger    APPROVAL: H. Craig Petersen 
                County Clerk                          Chairman 
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