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CACHE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING 
March 24, 2009 

 
         
The Cache County Council convened in a regular session on March 24, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Cache County Council Chamber at 199 North Main, Logan, Utah.  
        
ATTENDANCE:         
Chairman:   H. Craig Petersen 
Vice Chairman:  Gordon Zilles 
Council Members:  Craig W Buttars, Brian Chambers, Kathy Robison, Jon White 
    & Cory Yeates. 
County Executive:  M. Lynn Lemon     
County Clerk:  Jill N. Zollinger 
County Attorney:    James Swink 
   
The following individuals were also in attendance:  Marilyn Adams, Mike Arnold, Kent Bankhead, 
Osmer Beck, Paul Berntson, Todd Beutler, Glenn Biddulph, Nathan Coats, By Critchfield, Mark Daines, 
Don Daivs, Aaron Dickey, Larry Dunkley, Justin Evans, Andrew Foster, Marsha Giles, Recorder Mike 
Gleed, Rod Hammer, Chris Harrild, Tom Hogan, Ron Hornsby, Sharon L. Hoth, Assessor Kathleen 
Howell, George Humbert, Deon Hunsaker, Vicky Jensen, Treasurer Karen Jeppesen, Bruce Leishman, 
Bracken Longhurst, Kade Longhurst, Dave Nielsen, Dixie Page, Blake Parker, Pat Parker, Michael 
Petersen, Robert Petersen, Sallie Petersen, Lisa Peterson, Roger Pond, Dean Quayle, Director Josh 
Runhaar, Kristin Siedall, Jim Smith, Marci Smith, Mason Smith, Kathryn Sparks, Auditor Tamra Stones, 
Jeremy Threlfall, Malinda Toolsen, Curt Webb, Skyler Westergard, Diane Williamson, Suzy Willie, Media: 
Charles Geraci (Herald Journal), Arrin Brunson (Salt Lake Tribune), Jeremy Threlfall (KUTA-TV), Jennie 
Christensen (KVNU), Gidedon Oakes (Hard News Café). 
 
OPENING REMARKS AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 
Council member Buttars gave the opening remarks and led those present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
The agenda was approved as written. 
  
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
ACTION: Motion by Council member Yeates to approve the minutes of the  
March 10, 2009 Council Meeting as written.  White seconded the motion.  The vote was 
unanimous, 7-0. 
 
REPORT OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE: M. LYNN LEMON  
 
APPOINTMENTS: Spencer David Walsh  Deputy County Attorney 
    
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Yeates to approve the recommended appointment.  
Buttars seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 
WARRANTS:  There were none. 
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OTHER ITEMS 
 

  Jail Reimbursement – Executive Lemon stated that it was previously thought that the 
legislature had cut jail reimbursement from $11 million to $2 million; however, in a recent 
meeting it was learned the legislature restored jail reimbursement up to $6.5 million for 
the state.  That will be for the budget that begins July 1, 2009.   

 
ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
 

 Rocky Mountain Power Report – East Side Power Line Upgrade from Green 
Canyon to Nibley City – George Humbert reviewed the area of the line upgrade on the 
east side of the valley.  Some of the line passes through county property.  The upgrade 
will be to a 130,000 volt line with structures up to ten feet taller and a footprint of up to 
four feet wider.  It will follow the same route as the present transmission line.  Humbert is 
in the process of contacting municipalities along the line.  Work will begin in September 
of 2009 with completion by June 2010.  Letters to property owners along the line will be 
sent out beginning in April 2009.  The Millville substation will be closed and the Nibley 
substation will be expanded.  This is a $15 million project. 

 
Executive Lemon asked if this is in response to additional electrical demand?  Humbert 
responded capacity is being reached on the line and substation and the upgrade is 
necessary for future growth. 
 
Buttars asked how long this upgrade will meet the electrical needs of the county?  
Humbert said perhaps fifteen years and it is planned to eventually connect the present 
KV loop going east/west through the North Logan area with a loop from the Nibley 
substation to the Bridgerland substation near Cutler Dam. 

 
Executive Lemon asked if Rocky Mountain Power is working with the county planning 
office?  Humbert replied it is. 

 
UNIT OR COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

 Cache Valley Transit Report - Mark Daines, Chairman of Cache Valley Transit Board,  
     recognized the seven board members in attendance and highlighted the operations and 

            philosophy of the Cache Valley Transit District through a power point presentation which  
            included:  improved routes, fare free riding, air quality and short term goals.   

 
Board member Mike Arnold addressed challenges of increased fuel prices and 
decreased revenue.   
 
Rider demographics are:   24% under 18 
     41% 18-25 
     16% 26-34 
     17% 35-64 
       2% over 65 
 
Todd Beutler indicated Cache Valley Transit District employs 110 people.  The District 
contracts its services through a third party contractor for most of its employees.  Three 
full-time individuals are employed directly by the District and the rest are both full-time 
and part-time contract employees. 

   
Tape 1, Side B 
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If communities asking for service meet the standards, they will be considered for service.  
The priorities are service within the District, service within the valley and service outside 
the valley. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS, APPEALS AND BOARD OF EQUALIZATION MATTERS 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:   MARCH 24, 2009 - 5:45 P.M. – OPEN 2009 BUDGET – Auditor Stones 
presented adjustments to the 2009 budget and recommended approval.  (See Attachment 2 to 
Resolution No. 2009-11 for details.) 
 
ACTION:  Motion by Vice Chairman Zilles to open the Public Hearing to Open 2009 
Budget, March 24, 2009 at 5:45 p.m.  Yeates seconded the motion.  The vote was 
unanimous, 7-0. 
 
Chairman Petersen opened the Public Hearing and invited public comment.  There was none. 
 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Yeates to close the Public Hearing.  Buttars 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Robison to convene as a Board of Equalization. 
Zilles seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 
THE COUNCIL CONVENED AS A BOARD OF EQUALIZATION. 
 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 
 

 Tax Exemption Requests 
Cache Community Food Pantry 
Cache Valley Bible Evangelical Free Fellowship Church 
Cache Valley Christian Center 
Carl Inoway Senior Housing Corporation 
Corporation of the Episcopal Church in Utah 
Ebenezer Church of God (Iglesia de Dios) 
Grace Baptist Church 
Spendlove Research Foundation 
Whittier Community Center 

 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Yeates to approve the property tax exemption 
requests.  White seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0.  
 
ACTION:  Motion by Vice Chairman Zilles to adjourn from the Board of Equalization.  
Robison seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0.  
 
THE COUNCIL ADJOURNED FROM THE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:   MARCH 24, 2009 - 6:00 P.M. – UTILITY CORRIDORS CODE 

AMENDMENTS – Amendments to County Code Sections 17.02 
Administration, 17.05 Supplementary and Qualifying Regulations, 17.07 
Definitions, 17.08 Schedule of Zoning Uses, and 17.19 Utility Corridor 
Overlay Zone 
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ACTION:  Motion by Council member Buttars to open the Public Hearing – March 24, 2009 
at 6:00 p.m.-Utility Corridors Code Amendments, etc.  Robison seconded the motion.  
The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 
Director Josh Runhaar reviewed the amendments addressing some utility corridor issues such 
as:  new definitions, differences between major and minor utility servers, and a utility corridor 
overlay zone. 
 
Arrin Brunson, Salt Lake Tribune, asked if these amendments will affect the Ruby Pipeline?  
Runhaar said it will affect the pipeline in some ways; however, he has shared the proposed 
amendments with Rocky Mountain Power and Ruby Pipeline and they have not indicated any 
problems.   
 
Chairman Petersen asked that language in Sections 17.05 and 17.06 also be presented to the 
Council before the amendments discussed are approved.  Those sections will be on the agenda 
for the April 14, 2009 Council meeting.   
 
There was no public comment. 
 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Robison to close the Public Hearing.  Buttars 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:   MARCH 24, 2009 - 6:15 P.M. – TO TAKE PUBLIC INPUT ON CACHE 

COUNTY FOUR-DAY WORK WEEK  
 
ACTION:  Motion by Vice Chairman Zilles to open the Public Hearing – March 24, 2009 at 
6:15 p.m. To Take Public Input on Cache County Four-Day Work Week.  White seconded 
the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 
Chairman Petersen opened the Public Hearing, invited comment and suggested a three-minute 
time limit on comments. 
 
Marilyn Adams indicated she is involved with the home building and title and real estate industry 
and explained the need for access to the County Recorder’s office on Fridays for recording 
purposes. 
 
Kathleen Howell, County Assessor, explained that the DMV cannot open on Fridays because of 
the state’s decision to close state offices on Fridays and convert to the four-day work schedule.  
Howell indicated many patrons of the DMV have expressed approval of the new schedule. 
 
Council member Buttars asked Howell if there has been any effort to get the state to adjust to 
county concerns?  Howell said not to her knowledge because the state is committed to the new 
schedule until a review in August. 
 
Bracken Longhurst and Curt Webb expressed a need for the Recorder’s office to be available 
for Friday recordings because realty, loan and title issues interface with national entities which  
operate on the traditional five-day work week. 
 
Tape 2, Side A 
 
Kade Longhurst, Kent Bankhead, Kristin Siedall and Glen Biddulph also stated there is a need for Friday 
recordings.  Siedall and Biddulph reminded the Council that the public needs to be served and Siedall 
indicated that those people who do business with the Recorder’s office are the public. 
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Paul Berntson, County Building Department, noted that his office conducts some business on Fridays 
because of a public need. 
 
Treasurer Karen Jeppesen said patrons in her office like the extended hours offered on the four- 
day schedule. 
 
Auditor Tamra Stones stated her staff is more productive with the four-day work week. 
 
Arrin Brunson, Salt Lake Tribune, asked if there has been a savings in energy costs?  Chairman 
Petersen said electrical units for the five months ending in December were down 11% in the 
County Admin Building and 12% in the Historic Courthouse; gas usage in the County Admin 
Building dropped by 14%, but the Historic Courthouse gas usage was up significantly. 
 
Council member Robison suggested cooling costs are usually higher than heating costs and it would be 
wise to see what the electrical usage is in the summer months. 
 
Recorder Mike Gleed said he has been available on Fridays for recordings.    He does not want the 
Friday recordings to continue because they are stressful since his office has already worked 
40 hours.  Working from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. on Friday is inconvenient for employees who have 
Fridays off.  Gleed will continue to record on the last Friday of the month.  Several title 
companies have told Gleed there is no problem with his office being closed on Friday.  Gleed 
said his staff would like to return to the five-day work week.  The hours between 7:00 and  
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. have not been used by patrons. 
 
Council member Robison asked if electronic recording will help?  Gleed said it would not help  
because a person must be available to receive the electronic recording and process it.  Remote 
access to electronic filings (i.e. from Gleed’s home) is not presently available.  Robison asked  
about the possibility of trading two hours from a regular work day for two hours on Friday so  
employees will not be working overtime?  Gleed expressed concern about having one female 
employee alone in the building. 
 
Executive Lemon asked Gleed what his response would be if the Recorder’s office staff wants  
to return to the five-day work week?  Gleed said he personally likes the four-day schedule. 
 
Council member Robison said it would be confusing to the public to only have one office in the  
building open on Fridays. 
 
Chairman Petersen said the energy issue could be mitigated because there are heating and  
cooling zones in the Administration Building.  Security issues would be easier to address  
because the Recorder’s office is at the very front of the building. 
 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member White to close the Public Hearing.  Yeates  
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 
PENDING ACTION 
 

 Ratify Council Action of February 24, 2009 – Approval of Interlocal Agreement 
between Cache County and the Forest Service for Improvements on Forest Roads 

 
AND 
 
Ratify Council Action of February 24, 2009 – Resolution No. 2009-09 – Authorizing 
Executive to Execute Interlocal Agreement between Cache County and the Forest 
Service for Improvements on Forest Roads – Kevin Boren stated the text and 
financial plan are the same as the drafts.  Executive Lemon said he could have signed it, 
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but since it was received close to the Council meeting Lemon thought the Council should 
have the opportunity to ask questions.   

 
Chairman Petersen said he understands Cache County has projects needing to be done 
and the county will provide the labor with compensation being received from the Forest 
Service.  Boren agreed. 
 
Executive Lemon said the agreement states the projects will be done by December 31, 
2009.   
 
Council member Buttars asked if Idaho plans to improve the Idaho side of the Franklin 
Basin Road?  Boren said no, but the Idaho side is in better condition than the Utah side. 

 
(Attachment 1) 

 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Yeates to ratify the Interlocal Agreement between 
Cache County and the Forest Service for Improvements on Forest Roads AND 
approve Resolution No. 2009-09 Authorizing Executive to Execute Interlocal Agreement 
between Cache County and the Forest Service for Improvements on Forest Roads.  
Buttars seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 

 Four-Day Work Week Discussion – Chairman Petersen noted this is only on for 
discussion and a decision will be made at the April 9, 2009 County Council meeting. 

 
Council member Buttars said the Recorder’s office needs to have the flexibility to decide 
its work schedule.  Public confusion can be assuaged with a sign stating the reasons for 
only one office being open.  Buttars said there is a problem and he would like to see 
some accommodation be made for the real estate/mortgage industry. 
 
Chairman Petersen said Buttars has indicated that one option would be for Department 
Heads to be given discretion to make the choice as to a four-day or five-day week and 
asked Gleed what his decision would be?  Gleed said he would probably go back to the 
five-day work week. 
 
Robison asked how security would be handled for the building?  Gleed said he didn’t 
know. 
 
Gleed said his employees feel they’ve been punished all winter (coming and going in the 
dark) and now that there is more daylight and better weather, that day will taken away 
from them.  Gleed said that, perhaps, he should delay returning to the five-day work 
week and simply make accommodations for Friday filings. 
 
Robison asked about the possibility of a gate in the hallway?  Petersen asked if the 
employees would be able to access the restrooms if a gate were installed?  Gleed said 
they would not.  Attorney Swink reminded Petersen that the Historic Courthouse is open 
on Fridays and restrooms are available in that building.   
 
Council member Chambers said the state’s motivation was energy related and the state 
will review the new work schedule in August.  Chambers urged waiting for the state’s 
review and having the Recorder’s office make accommodations in the meantime. 
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Vice Chairman Zilles said its obvious the DMV cannot work on Friday as long as the 
state offices are closed; however, Zilles feels there is a need to accommodate the title 
company and real estate sector.   
 
Council member White suggested having the Recorder’s office open for half of the day 
on the last Friday of the month. 
 
Robison also supports waiting to see what the state decides and making 
accommodations in the interim. 
 
Gleed said there is a need for Friday recordings and he is willing to accommodate that 
with staggered shifts for the next few months with two employees being available for two 
hours on Friday.  Gleed prefers that appointments be made for Fridays so he will know if 
he needs to have employees available.  Gleed asked if the Council wants to allow the 
public to access the building on Fridays also? 

 
Tape 2, Side A 
 

Chairman Petersen asked those present if two hours every Friday afternoon would help?  
They said it would, but they would need to know what time.  The end of the day is best 
because of the timing on funding. 
 
Attorney Swink said electronic recording is a possible solution to the problem of whether 
to allow public access of the building on Fridays.  Then the office would not need to be 
open.  All that would be needed is an employee present to receive the electronic filings 
and process them. 
 
Curt Webb asked if there is a legal problem with only allowing those with electronic 
capability to record?  Is that selective recording?  Swink said that would have to be 
researched. 
 
Buttars stated that as the time approaches for the Governor to make a decision of 
whether to continue the four-day work week, Cache County should weigh in on that 
decision and forward our concerns and problems to the state. 
 
Council member White asked that the building be looked at in regard to security issues 
in the meantime. 
 
The suggestion was made that those parties needing the Recorder’s office could call, 
either from their offices prior to arriving or when they are outside the door to the 
Administration Building, and staff could meet them at the door to admit them.  The 
building would not have to be open to the public.   

 
INITIAL PROPOSAL FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

• Resolution No. 2009-11 – Adjustments to 2009 Budget  
 

(Attachment 2) 
 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Yeates to waive the rules and approve Resolution 
No. 2009-11-Adjustments to 2009 Budget.  Robison seconded the motion.  The vote was 
unanimous, 7-0. 
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• Ordinance No. 2009-01 – Utility Corridors Code Amendment – Amendments to 
County Code Sections 17.02 Administration, 17.05 Supplementary and Qualifying 
Regulations, 17.07 Definitions, 17.08 Schedule of Zoning Uses, and 17.19 Utility 
Corridor Overlay Zone (NO ACTION TAKEN)– Director Runhaar said there is not full 
ordinance language yet and this is just a review item.  The final document will be brought 
back for action at a future Council meeting. 
 
Chairman Petersen asked that 17.05 and 17.06 also be brought to the Council at that 
time.  Runhaar agreed. 
 
Chairman Petersen asked Pat Parker to place Ordinance 2009-01 on the April 14, 2009 
Council agenda. 

 
• RAPZ/Restaurant Tax Applications Discussion – Chairman Petersen distributed a 

handout listing the requests and amounts and noted the committee has met for the first 
time.  Petersen said that deducting the long-term allocation commitments leaves $1.7 
million to be distributed.  Petersen also noted that there is a higher demand for Cultural 
and Botanical projects this year and the Council may want to review the percentage 
allocated to the Cultural and Botanical area.   

 
Council member White and Executive Lemon noted that these funds are a great help to 
many small communities that don’t have many resources. 

 
• Resource Advisory Committee – Recommendation – Executive Lemon said Cache 

County will not have its own RAC, but the Forest Service has stated that the Title II 
money Cache County contributes will be spent in Cache County.  An individual RAC has 
problems with the cost of administering the committee and finding individuals to serve.  
The RAC will be made up of Cache, Utah and Wasatch counties with the possibility of 
Juab County also joining.  About a third of the fifteen-member committee will be from 
Cache County and Lemon urged the Council to encourage citizens to apply to serve on 
the RAC.  Lemon believes the meeting locations will probably be moved among the 
counties that are members of the RAC.  

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 

 5th Tuesday Meeting with Logan City/County Councils – March 31, 2009-5:30 p.m. – 
Chairman Petersen stated this meeting will take place in the Logan City Justice Building 
meeting room, but Cache County will be the host and asked Pat Parker to provide 
refreshments.  The following will be agenda items: 

 
Library proposals – access to Logan Library 
CCEMS 
Road projects 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS 
 
Gordon Zilles expressed concern that the Agricultural Subdivision Ordinance is not progressing 
as quickly as hoped and noted that because of a heavy workload in his office Runhaar has less 
time to devote to the ordinance.  
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Petersen said he thought the ordinance was written and being considered by the Planning 
Commission.  Runhaar said the AG ordinance is about 85% complete.  The Planning 
Commission is considering meeting twice a month to facilitate completion of the ordinance.   
 
Petersen said originally the Council directed that the Planning Commission would review the AG 
ordinance and then it would be forwarded to the Council.  Petersen suggests having parallel or 
simultaneous reviews by the Planning Commission and the Council to speed the process.   
 
Runhaar asked if Petersen would like those reviews to take place in a Council meeting or a 
workshop arena?  Petersen directed Pat Parker to place a review on the April 14, 2009 Council 
agenda, if there is room.  If not, then a workshop should be scheduled. 
 
Petersen also asked for a list of the issues that Runhaar is considering in the AG ordinance. 
 
Kathy Robison said the committee to determine the criteria to be used for tax hardship 
requests did meet and the information will be presented at the next Council meeting. 
 
Craig “W” Buttars said he and the Forest Supervisor met with about 20-25 people from the 
Cove area regarding the High Creek Road closure.  The decision was made to meet with the 
Forest Service’s attorney and the County Attorney to try to develop an agreement on road 
closures 
 
Attorney Swink said the meeting has been approved but not yet scheduled.  The Council and 
Executive will be invited to that meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Council meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 
   
        
 
 
 
  
  
                                                              _____________________________                                     
ATTEST: Jill N. Zollinger    APPROVAL: H. Craig Petersen 
                County Clerk                          Chairman 
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