
CACHE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING 
April 08, 2008 

   
         
The Cache County Council convened in a regular session on April 08, 2008 in the Cache 
County Council Chamber at 199 North Main, Logan, Utah.  
        
ATTENDANCE:         
Chairman:   John Hansen 
Vice Chairman:  H. Craig Petersen 
Council Members:  Brian Chambers, Darrel Gibbons, Kathy Robison, Cory Yeates & 

Gordon Zilles.   
County Executive:  M. Lynn Lemon       
County Clerk:  Jill N. Zollinger 
County Attorney:    James Swink   N. George Daines, absent. 
   
The following individuals were also in attendance:  Gladys Ann Atwood, Dave Bigelow, Cindy Bilskie, 
Cathy Bullock, Mike Bullock, Duane Chadwick, John Chadwick, Garth Day, Sandy Emile, Joe Fuhriman, 
Nicol Gagstetter, Julie Hollist, Sharon L. Hoth, Jim Huska, Shauna Kerr, Sheriff Lynn Nelson, David 
Nielsen, Pat Parker, Robert Pate, Dave Rayfield, Chief Gary Roberts, Josh Runhaar, Jim Smith, Laraine 
Swenson, Lori Weigel, Media: Charles Geraci (Herald Journal), Brandon Loomis, (Salt Lake Tribune), 
Jennie Christensen (KVNU).   
 
OPENING REMARKS AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 
Council member Zilles gave the opening remarks and led those present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Executive Lemon indicated that Item 10b. – Approval of Increase in fees for Agricultural Protection 
Area - has been moved to the April 22, 2008 County Council agenda and Chairman Hansen 
noted that Paula Watkins has requested that Item 11d. – Mendon Cottage Library/Mendon City 
Request for financial assistance – be moved to the April 22, 2008 County Council agenda. 
 
ACTION: Motion by Council member Petersen to approve the revised agenda.  Yeates 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
ACTION: Motion by Council member Gibbons to approve the minutes of the  
March 25, 2008 Council meeting as written.  Robison seconded the motion.   
The vote was unanimous, 7-0.   
 
REPORT OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE: M. LYNN LEMON  
  
APPOINTMENTS: There were no appointments. 
 
WARRANTS:  There were no warrants. 
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OTHER ITEMS 
 

  Logan Canyon Tubing Access – Lemon said he received an email from Jeff Gilbert, 
CMPO, noting that UDOT has posted no parking signs by the canal.  Gilbert wants to 
know if Cache County wants to hold a Public Hearing on the issue of tubing in the canal.  
The consensus of the Council was that UDOT made the decision to post the no parking 
signs and the County will not hold a Public Hearing.   

 
  Ruby Pipeline – South Route – Lemon noted that the proposed route goes through a 

lot of private property in the south end of Cache County.  Lemon met with Senator 
Hatch’s and Senator Bennett’s and Congressman Bishop’s offices and they recommend 
joining with Box Elder County in opposing the proposed south route.  Lemon said that 
the original north route went through an established utility corridor and feels that is a 
better option.  

 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Yeates stating that the Cache County Council is 
opposed to the proposed south route of the Ruby Pipeline.  Zilles seconded the motion.  
The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 

  Property Tax Hardship Request – Lemon reviewed the circumstances relative to the 
request and said the applicant has authorized regular payments to be made from the 
applicant’s bank account until the tax is paid.  Lemon recommends approval. 

 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Petersen to approve the Property Tax Hardship 
Request.  Gibbons seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 

  Hyrum Library Open House will be May 23, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. and the Council is 
invited to attend. 

 
ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
 

 Proclamation – National County Government Week April 6-12, 2008 – Chairman 
Hansen asked Vice Chairman Petersen to read the Proclamation. 

 
(Attachment 1) 

 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Petersen to adopt the Proclamation – National 
County Government Week April 6-12, 2008.  Robison seconded the motion.  The vote was  
unanimous, 7-0. 
 

 Employee of the Month was presented to Mike Bullock of the Cache Valley Visitors 
Bureau by Jim Smith. 

 
 Chamber of Commerce Economic Report – Sandy Emile updated the Council on the 

operations of the Chamber of Commerce including a power point presentation. 
 
Tape 1, Side B 
 

 Cache County Sheriff Annual Report – Sheriff Lynn Nelson gave a brief review of the 
Sheriff’s Department noting that during the last five years the population has increased 
5%, but calls for service have increased 46% and serious crimes have increased 42%.   
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 Nature Conservancy Public Opinion Survey Results - Nicol Gagstetter introduced 

Lori Weigel who reviewed the results of the survey conducted January 29-30, 2008.  The 
results indicate strong support for an open space ballot question.  Specifically, the 
survey asked if those surveyed would be in favor of a $20,000,000.00 bond to protect 
and preserve land, etc.   

 
Council members Petersen, Robison and Chambers expressed support for placing this 
question on the November 2008 ballot. 
 
Council member Gibbons said he did not recall the $20,000,000.00 figure when the 
Nature Conservancy approached the Council last fall about the survey. 
 
Executive Lemon said that voters need to know the dollar impact on their property taxes 
and asked that language indicating the amount of property tax increase that would result 
from passing the bond needs to be included on the ballot.  Shauna Kerr, Nature 
Conservancy, said the law will not allow that.  The ballot language is specified by law.  
Lemon and Council members asked about placing an ad in the newspaper to inform 
voters of the cost.  Kerr replied the Council could not do so.  The Voters Guide can 
contain that information and the County can have input into what information is in the 
Guide.  Lemon asked if the County could hold a Public Hearing on the proposed ballot 
issue.  Kerr never responded verbally to Lemon’s question. 
 
Chairman Hansen asked who would be responsible to educate the public regarding the 
issue if it is placed on the November 2008 ballot.  Kerr said the Nature Conservancy 
would use private funding for that purpose.   

 
INITIAL PROPOSAL FOR CONSIDERATION OF ACTION
 

• Resolution No. 2008-07 – A Resolution approving a Ballot Measure for the 2008 
General Election Regarding Issuance of a Bond Whose Proceeds would be used 
to Preserve Critical Lands in Cache County (NO ACTION TAKEN)– Chairman 
Hansen asked the Council to continue the discussion on this question. 

 
Lemon reiterated that there needs to be explanation to the public of the approximate 
increase in property tax if this is approved. 

 
Gibbons voiced concerns about asking the voters to vote on an issue that would raise 
their taxes when the road tax has just been adopted, the price of fuel is skyrocketing and 
there are other economic concerns.  Initiative A was soundly defeated statewide and he 
said he would not support placing this on the November 2008 ballot. 
 
Petersen said the survey results indicate this is an issue of sufficient importance to place 
on the ballot for all citizens to vote on.   
 
Zilles said his experiences as he has met with the Planning and Zoning Board cause him 
to favor letting this be on the ballot for people to vote on.   
 
Chairman Hansen noted that land preservation, open space, etc. have certainly been 
longtime topics in the county and agrees with Lemon’s observation that the voters need 
to have the dollar specific tax increase information.   
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Robison agreed that the tax increase information is needed even for the Council to be 
able to make a decision on this Resolution and asked that this information be available 
to the Council when this item is discussed at the April 22, 2008 Council meeting.   

 
Tape 2, Side A  
 
 Gibbons said he would like to know how this would affect small business also. 
 

Chambers asked if, hypothetically, the county bought property, can money from the 
funds raised from the $20,000,000.00 bond be used to enhance property?  Kerr said it 
can be.   
 
Chairman Hansen thanked Weigel, Gagstetter and Kerr for their presentation and noted 
this will be an agenda item on April 22, 2008. 

 
Vice Chairman Petersen left the meeting. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS, APPEALS AND BOARD OF EQUALIZATION MATTERS 
 
PUBLIC HEARING SET:  April 22, 2008 – 6:00 p.m. – Chris and Jennifer Griffin – 19.85 Acres 
– AG Protection Area. 
 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Yeates to set a Public Hearing for April 22, 2008 at 
6:00 p.m. – Chris and Jennifer Griffin – 19.85 Acres-AG Protection Area.  Gibbons 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 6-0.  Petersen absent. 
 
Vice Chairman Petersen returned to the meeting. 
 
PENDING ACTION 
 

 Ordinance No. 2007-05 - Agricultural Subdivisions (NO ACTION TAKEN)  
 

 Approval of Policies and Procedures for Cache County Fairgrounds and Approval 
of Amended Fee Schedule for Cache County Fairgrounds – Robison said that most 
of the changes deal with horse stall rental and use of the indoor arena.  After meeting 
with groups who use these facilities, Robison recommends approval of these policies 
and procedures and fees on a trial basis for this season.   

 
Yeates asked if a figure for a maximum deposit had been arrived at?  Robison and 
Zollinger said it is $2,500.00 and that will be on the Policies and Procedures as well as 
the Amended Fee Schedule. 

(Attachment 2) 
 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Gibbons to approve the Policies and Procedures 
for Cache County Fairgrounds and the Amended Fee Schedule for Cache County 
Fairgrounds.  Yeates seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7.0 
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BUDGETARY MATTERS 
 

 Intra-Departmental Transfers 
CPDO Transfer $1,000.00 from Professional & 

Technical; $1,000.00 from Software 
Packages and $425.00 from Quality 
Growth-AG Protection to Misc Services to 
purchase ad space in the Cache Valley 
Images Magazine. 

 
(Attachment 3) 

 
Council member Yeates expressed displeasure over using taxpayers’ money to advertise.  
Runhaar explained the ad is to furnish contact information on the Countywide Planning Office 
for businesses moving to Cache County. 
 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Gibbons to approve the Budget Transfer of 
$2,425.00 to purchase ad space in the Cache Valley Images Magazine.  Zilles seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 6 aye – Chambers, Gibbons, Hansen, Petersen, Robison 
& Zilles and 1 nay – Yeates. 
 
INITIAL PROPOSAL FOR CONSIDERATION OF ACTION
 

• Final Plat Approval – Cherry Creek Canyon Subdivision – Runhaar explained this is 
a 4-lot subdivision at 11000 North 3200 East (Richmond).  These lots will be for 
seasonal use.   

 
(Attachment 4) 

 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Gibbons to waive the rules and approve the Final 
Plat for Cherry Creek Canyon Subdivision with the recommended stipulations.  
Chambers seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 

• Final Plat Approval – Robert A. Pate Subdivision – Runhaar said this is a 4-lot 
subdivision at 2310 West 600 South (Young Ward).  Lot 1 is an agricultural lot, Lots 2 
and 3 have existing homes and Lot 2 is for development.   

 
(Attachment 5) 

 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Zilles to waive the rules and approve the Final Plat 
for the Robert A. Pate Subdivision with the recommended stipulations.  Yeates seconded 
the motion.  The vote was unanimous, 7-0. 
 

• Request for Support in naming mountain – “Cook Mountain” – Lemon indicated he 
had given the Council the letter requesting the name as well as a sample letter to be 
sent to the U.S. Geological Survey approving the name. 

 
ACTION:  Motion by Council member Yeates to forward a letter in support of the name 
“Cook Mountain” to the appropriate authority.  Zilles seconded the motion.  The vote was 
unanimous, 7-0. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
 

 Smithfield Health Days Parade – May 10, 2008 – 10:00 a.m. – The Council asked Pat 
Parker to forward their regrets concerning the parade as they will all be out of town at 
state political party conventions. 

 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS 
 
Darrel Gibbons reported that he and Chairman Hansen met with Intermountain Health Care 
and Sunshine Terrace and will return at a future date with recommendations relating to tax 
exemption status. 
 
Brian Chambers asked Gibbons the status of the Box Elder Landfill issue.  Gibbons said there 
has been a challenge to the Referendum sent to the Supreme Court and will, hopefully, come 
before the Court next month. 
 
Kathy Robison reported that Vice Chair Petersen sent out a hundred surveys on the 
countywide library issue to Councils and Mayors and has received about fifty back.  Jay Monson 
has drafted a proposal on the countywide library for presentations to the Regional and City 
Councils.   
 
Gordon Zilles referred the Council to an article on the non-profit status of hospitals as worthy of 
review. 
 
Chairman Hansen said he, Chambers and Zilles went to the meeting on property conservation 
easements and it was well attended. 
 
The Council meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
        
 
 
 
  
  
                                                              _____________________________                                     
ATTEST: Jill N. Zollinger    APPROVAL: John A. Hansen 
                County Clerk                          Chairman 
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